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Theoretical and empirical analysis on the structure of transport costs
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Transport costs are essential in the process of transactions for economic
activities, such as production and consumption. Transport cost has been treated as an exogenously
given parameter in studies of urban economics, spatial economics, and international economics. We
construct theoretical models of transportation market, in which transport cost is endogenously
determined. We investigate the structure of the transport cost empirically.

This project deals with the following 4 subjects: (A) Theoretical model of transport market with
shippers and transport firms; (B) Transport cost determined by network strategies of carriers; (C)
Transport cost determined by infrastructure policies of governments; (D) Empirical analysis of
transport cost.
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