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The agriculture, especially rice faming, was a disadvantage to the people
in the low marsh region of Nishigamabara-county in Echigo because of the severe natural environment
where water management was difficult. Therefore, it was a general view that it was a poor region
because the agriculture and the rice farming were not able to go satisfactory. However, this study
revealed that people were actively engaged in the production of various field crops, including wheat
farming, fishing, commerce, and handicrafts, while rice farming was at a disadvantage. The people

were making a living by combining various livelihoods. o o
Moreover, it became clear that the people were actively participating in not only self-sufficient,

but also various market activities, including the textile industry.
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The livelihood of the people who have been in the wetlands area in early modern Japan
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