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A Social Survey of the 21th Century Consumer Society in the Perspectives of
Social Consumption, Qualitative Sophistication and Consumerism

MAMADA, Takao

12,700,000

This study focuses on the following three issues, which are globally the
latest trends in current consumer societies: social consumption, qualitative sophistication ,and
consumerism. Our goal is, by examining these issues, to clarify the current trends of the consumer
society in Japan through social research. The two points below are the main results of the study.
One is that this study has revealed how in the context of progressive post-materialism, or prolonged

stagnation of consumption activities, some new positive-side trends such as social consumption and
qlualitative sophistication in consumer activities are developing. And the other is to have
empirically demonstrated what factors of demographics and consumer attitude for social awareness

correlates with these new trends.
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