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Development of comprehensive local support for teena?g parents in_terms of
child-rearing, education and employment-From the qualitative longitudinal study
in Japan and South Korea
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The study has continued for 12 years and now in its third phase. Its
features are (@) quantitative surveys on the actual situation with the involvement of teenage
parents themselves, (b) participatory study on ways of providing continuous support and (c)
comparative studies with the counterparts in South Korea. It was found out, in Japan, that support
is not provided to teenage parents because they hide behind their families; that they do not have
role-models for child-rearing or supporters, having grown up in difficult environments; and that
they have low educational backgrounds and have not developed sufficient social skills and
self-esteem to seek for help, making it difficult for them to be referred to social support. In
South Korea, on the other hand, support services by the administration and birth clinics for
unmarried mothers have been rapidly expanded, while peer groups have empowered teenage parents in
psychosocial terms.
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“ How Childcare and after-school childcare are re-institutionalized in local societies?: Dilemmas of childcare Policy in
Japan”

The Korean Women’ s Development Institute (KWDI) 2018 Seoul Symposium on “ Gender Equality and Fertility: The cases of Japan
and Korea”
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