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Development of a School-based Disaster Education Model derived from the Lessons
of the Great East Japan Earthquake under the Local Geographic Conditions
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Through the activities to support disaster education at schools both in the
areas stricken by the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011 and the areas that were not affected, the
research group developed numerous educational materials and programs for disaster education based on

the experience of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the geographic conditions of each region. As
a result of these practices, the group found the importance of understanding topography and maps,
the effectiveness of teacher education (pre-service and in-service teacher training) responsible for
school disaster prevention, and the significance of disaster education as studying a regional
geography to foster people’ s attachment to the community and willingness to contribute to the
community. The results of this research also highlighted the need to continue working on these
issues and the need for exchanging the ideas on disaster risk reduction with foreign countries.
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