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Study on process for producing useful furan compounds from woody biomass as
treated with ionic liquids

Miyafuji, Hisashi
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The imidazolium-based ionic liquid treatment of Japanese cedar yielded
5-hydroxymethylfurfural mainly from cellulose and furfural mainly from hemicellulose. The
investigation on the production of 5-hydroxymethylfurfural revealed that the reaction time to reach
the maximum yield became shorter as the reaction temperature became higher. It is found that the

furan compounds produced in this ionic liquid treatment can be extracted with the vacuum steam
distillation.
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