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We predicted that the development of clause chaining in the so-called ™

Altaic-type" languages is related to the structures and independence of word and sentences. This
prediction was basically correct; moreover, the sentence-final position of the predicate verb
appears to be a strong factor in its development. Also, the languages we studied in this project
showed that nonfinite verb forms have historically developed finiteness, regardless of the degree of

independence of word and sentences.
Within the Altaic-type languages, there are languages that have developed many sentence-final
particles and those that use different verb forms instead (such as Sibe); these sub-types of
languages show different degrees of synthesis. Both types appear to have developed finite clause or
sentence by integrating auxiliary elements or sentence-final particles into predicates, which take
the sentence-final position.
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