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The New International Relations of Sub-regionalism (Routledge)

This study examines the influence of multi-layered, East Asian sub-regions
on the regional order. We found that the East Asian sub-regions have led to the following
developments: “ change in center-periphery relations from a bottom-up perspective, and obtainment of
local governments’ own intentionality” , “ revision of national strategies and international
relations, and replacement of leading actors” , “ relativization of borders, and reconstruction of
informal territorialities” . These findings have the following implications.

First, unlike previous research, which has only analyzed the economic aspects of sub-regions, this
study opens a new field by providing clues that can unpack the political functions of subregions.
Second, this study sheds light on the non-traditional security functions of sub-regions, which have
been overlooked in the mainstream theories (realism, liberalism, and constructivism), and thus

provides a new perspective in the research on the East Asian order.
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