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Between transnationalism and diaspora: Consequences of Peruvian migration to
Japan
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We have had interviews with 650 Peruvian migrants. Although quantitative
analysis is yet to be done, tentative findings from our fieldwork are the followings. (1) the
economic gap between Japan and Peru greatly influences on bifurcation toward transnationalism and
diaspora. Those who could invest in Peru, when the value of yen was greater, tend to enjoy
transnationalism, constructing their living basis in both countries and vice versa. (2) Regarding
bifurcation among the second generation, the timing of migration matters much less than the first
generation. Instead, accumulation of human capital (i.e. education and language skills) is much more
important.
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