(®)
2016 2018

Diversification and evolution of the pollination system of Mucuna macrocarpa
(Fabaceae) in relation to the variation of local fauna
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Mucuna macrocarpa (Fabaceae) has a unique pollination system; moreover,
previous studies have shown that its pollinators and flowering behaviors vary among regions. This
study found that as in other regions, mammals are the pollinators in Thailand, the center of
distribution for M. macrocarpa; with squirrels being the primary pollinators for that area. Taken
together with previous research results, we discovered that although taxa and pollinator behaviors
shifted with the regions from Southeast Asia to Kyushu, floral traits varied little. When survey
results for closely related species were considered, the pollinators of the genus Mucuna in Asia
were found to be different from other regions in terms of including non-flying mammals.
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