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Under the cooperation of domestic and foreign researchers, we demonstrated a

direct isolation of Aspergillus flavus, a major aflatoxin-producing fungus and succeeded in
acquisition of strains with different toxigenesis characteristic. The DV-AM method was shown to be
effective for the acquisition of both aflatoxigenic and atoxigenic strains practically. In the same
time, we modified the DV-AM method in sensitivity, and using this improved DV-AM method we obtained
many aflatoxigenic isolates from soils samples of some cold areas and non-farming areas. As an
inexpensive and highly sensitive visible technique, the DV-AM method was introduced in some invited
lectures in foreign countries. By an article published in Mycoscience (2017), we won the 16th
Hiratsuka Award in the Mycological Society of Japan.
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