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Study on local livelihood strategies in the Sanriku Area before and after the
Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011

Ikeda, Naho
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This study was designed as a case study on livelihood strategies of the
local residents in the Sanriku Area, which was affected by the tsunami disaster caused by the Great
East Japan Earthquake in 2011. Fieldwork was conducted in a village named Sibitachi in the Karakuwa
Peninsula located in the eastern part of the Kesennuma City in Miyagi Prefecture in order to clarify

the characteristics of the livelihood strategies before the tsunami disaster as well as their
status afterwards. Analysis on the composition of occupations in each household in the local
community suggested a decrease in the ratio of households with occupations related to fishery or
marine product industry after the tsunami disaster. On the other hand, the analysis also showed that
the diversity of occupation composition amon? those households has been maintained even after the
tsunami disaster. Such diversity may potentially play an important role when we consider the
sustainability of local livelihood in the future.
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