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Expanding access to secondary education is a key for economic development in
Africa. This research evaluates the effects of the fee-free secondary schooling program in Uganda
on the access, composition and achievement of the students.
The results suggest that the program increased the number of the students taking the secondary
school exit exam by 16% and raised their test score, in math _and English, by 0.05-0.2 standard
deviation in the median intensity district. Such learning gain was evident in government-partner low
cost private schools, which usually found in rural area. | also find that the program increased the
private school entry and the number of students who completed fee-charging private school.
The findings of the present research suggest that the cost of schooling remains the major constraint
on the post-primary education, and the fee-free secondary education program improves the access to
secondary school with little negative effects on student’ s learning performance.
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