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The purpose of this study is to show that the nineteenth-century U.S. author
Mark Twain used wordplay as a medium of encryption in his literature. | gathered examples of
Twain’ s wordplay and encryption, as well as evidence of his interest in these two kinds of writing,
from his published texts, notebooks, letters, manuscripts, and marginalia. 1 also conducted
research on the culture of wordplay in the nineteenth-century U.S. from which Twain’ s interest in
wordplay developed. 1 then combined these two perspectives into a critical framework for examining
the use of clandestine wordplay as a tool of encryption in Twain’ s literature. Finally, | used this
framework to examine how Twain uses wordplay to encode his prose fiction, mainly his short stories
and novels.
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