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This research examines the relation between interpersonal communication and
news viewing of international students in Japan.

In the 2010s, the “ new media,” such as smartphones, have become widely diffused, and media
environment has greatly developed around the world. Communications of international students should
have been influenced by the development of media, and it is possible that the cross-cultural
adaptation theory has become inconsistent. To declare the relation, a survey was administered to
international students at three universities in Japan (n=238).

The analyses confirmed that news browsing was associated with international students’ personal
relationships and that host news viewing and native news viewing were correlated to each other.
Furthermore, they also revealed that the reasons to consume news predicts social activities of
international students and that news viewing with comparative perspective should enhance the
relationships with host country friends.
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Table 1. Correlation Coefficients (Note: **: p < .01, ***: p <.001)

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6
Q1: Length of stay 1.00
Q2: Host news viewing -0.15  1.00
Q3: Native news viewing -0.16  0.49**  1.00
Q4: Host friends -0.05 045 0.18 1.00
Q5: International friends 011  0.28* 0.6 0.23* 1.00
Q6: Native friends 008 -013 034 013  037%* 1.00
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OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN THE 2010S, International Conference on Research in Education
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