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Conceptual and practical considerations of analytical perspectives in the field
of sustainability transitions studies
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Employing the multi-level perspective found as a central analytical
framework in the field of sustainability transitions, this study examined processes where local
energy management systems (EMS) utilizing smart grids were implemented in experimental projects.
Focusing on the actors”™ political interactions and power relations thereof, the analyses found a
series of contributing factors as to how transitions via innovation towards a more
decentralized/dispersed system were taking place. Such factors are, for examples, a rather
unintended synergetic/cooperative relationship between the dominant (regime) actors who preferred
maintaining the current centralized systems and the new (niche) actors who sought to have the local
EMSs practically run in their communities and also the impossibilities to reach consensus amon? the
new actors who could not resolve different preferences between the private businesses and the local
governments in terms of the EMSs® operational and monetization scales.
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