©
2016 2019

The effects of the decision to decommission _nuclear power plants on the
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Although Sweden decided to phase out nuclear power stations by 2010 based on
the 1980 referendum, it failed to achieve. For safety, it is important to develop and maintain
back-end technologies. Some argue that the decision to decommission a nuclear power plant would
reduce incentives for entry, for young researchers in the nuclear-related field, and thus hamper the
development of back-end technologies, which is rather dangerous. There is little evidence that the
Swedish government took any active action on this issue in the 1980s. Since the 1980s, the overall
number of doctoral degrees in the nuclear-related field at Swedish universities, including
international students, has not declined significantly, but the number of Swedish students has
declined. This was partly caused, however, by the revision of "the Nuclear Energy Activity Act” in
1987, therefore the tendency could be considered to be curbed by some policies such as increasing
public R&D expenditures for back-end technologies.
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