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The research aim is to develop a method of historical investigations by
conjoining literature research and oral history for exploring the cultures of industrial design in
Japanese post-war period, which were made up of the social situation, design development,
materiality of products, and users acceptance. We investigated related methodologies and discussed
with overseas researchers who strenuously studied in design history. And, we conducted some
researches using oral history on Japanese product design cases in the 1960s and 1970s and
investigated the features and problems observed in those research process. As a result, we confirmed

the value on a specific resource from a designer comparing with the established design history, the
standpoint of a researcher affecting to the implementation and consequences of oral history, and
problems and requirements to implement oral history to an elderly informant.
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