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A developmental study of a child®s narratives as seen from parent-child
interactions through picture books during early childhood
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In this study, concerning a child’" s process of development of narratives
that continue to expand in the context of parent-child interactions through picture books, we will
examine the narratives of parents and children by analyzing utterances made between a parent and
his/her child. Subjects were 13 pairs of parents with 2-year-old children and data analyzed was from

scenes of parent-child interactions through a picture book. As a result, the evaluation strategies
of the utterances seen in the parents’ narratives were classified into 10 categories. Furthermore,
when we examined parents’ use of the sentence-ending particle “ ne,” it was found that use could
be divided into asking the children to agree with the content of their utterances “ Agreement” or
seeking to share each other’ s feelings and thoughts “ Sharing” .
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Tabk 1, Catesories Rebted to the Content of Parents’ Utterances
| Catepory Name Defnitons Examp ks
Utterances rebted to a form alopenhg and endng.

2 Utterances that consstof an opening ndcated by sayng |« A 2
Rubs for 184008 1T Begining” folbwed by saying the "T ite.” and K i TR
p utterances that ndiate the end of the story such as "The g £

End” Name of the author and writer of the orighal draft

Status words for  [Words expressng the mental state of the characters Happy, scared, pyful supried. anxous,
mental state {hc bdng cogniton and em otons) etc.
Status words for 3 ; s ;
R o W ords representng the physial conditon Laugh, feelpan, cry, skepy. hungry
Uncertan Express ons used when the authent ity of a propositon & o -
e 8 i R W aybe, ~perhaps, possbl. tseems
Negative ; ; i s
PRSI Negative expressions cannot~, not:
Utterances of G abubted utterances where the narrator becomes the
characters haracter
Causalrebtonshp |[Explnatons regarding the ©ausab regtbnshp of events dil~therefore, therefore~, so~
Em phatic Adverbial phrases used to em phasie the behavior of ’
EXpress bng characters Hinea sgah. dvirem oy ety
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Exc bm atons that express the state of things, cries.
emotions, responses, calk

Hop, he er-ske ter or hurry, exc ted,
thrillng_oh! oh no! shhh!

“Ne,” the sentence-

The sentence-ending particle “ne” used at the end of a sentence

ending particle

Something's thera, na? It's nice, ne? Right, ne?
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Table 2. Number of occurrences of a parent's utterances by category

Parent Total
Evaluation siratagy A B [H D E F G H [ J K L ) v
Fules for reading picture books 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 3 16
Stafus words for mental stale 2 3 1 1 0 3 4 0 17 ] 9 2 1 48
Status wirds for physical stale 2 4 2 1 9 8 3 8 3 [} 2 B 3 63
Uncertain sxpressions 1 4 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 4 0 Fi 0 16
Negaiive expressions 1 2 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 11
Utterancas by characlérs 2 Z 2 0 0 ] 0 0 1 ] ] 0 L] 31
Causal relationship 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 6] 16
Emphatic expression 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 3 2 0 L] o "
Dnamatoposic and mimetic words ] 9 2 3 1 13 8 ] 19 8 5 12 16 110
Total ho. of evibuation siralegies used 14 26 1 12 12 33 20 21 o 29 23 32 35 325
. 431 800 339 369 369 1015 6.15 646 1754 B892 708 985 1077
e e 137 237 78 107 22 260 130 99 460 258 142 454 538
Table 3. No. of utterances of sentence-ending particle “ne” by category
Agreament Sharing Total
A 5 0 5
B 3 1 4
[H 1 0 1
D 3 1 4
E 1 0 1
F 4 1 5
G 3 5 8
H 0] 3 3
I 5 3 8
J 6 15 21
K 3 0 3
L 13 0 13
M 12 5 17
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