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"Democracy" in the History of High Energy Physics in Japan
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The "democracy"” was a key-word in the science community after the World War
I1. The special committee for Nuclear Physics in the Science Council of Japan (SCJ) had a long
struggle to certify the leadership of nuclear physicists in the management of the Institute for
Nuclear Studies (INS) which was officially affiliated to the University of Tokyo but expected to be
subject to the will of the nuclear physicists all around Japan. The special committee, thus, had a
conflict with the university, which also had its justification in governing the institute based on
the principle of the autonomy of the university. By finding the documents archived by the late
professor H. Kumagai of INS, we could analyze the conflict in detail and it was pointed out that the
proposal of the Future Plans of Nuclear Physics by the special committee was lead by its strong
intension to create a new institution under the autonomy of the nuclear physicists, together with
promoting the high energy physics.
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