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This study explored what kind of negative impact the oil
exploration/exploitation project exerted on the local community in the Turkana County in
northwestern Kenya. Fieldwork revealed that locals, most of them make their livelihood by pastoral
activities, developed a feeling that their mobility has been seriously restricted. They also
considered that livestock, as well as humans, had miscarriage due to environmental pollution caused
by the waste from oil wells. Although the oil exploration company conducted several social
investment programs, it could not prevent hostilities of the local population toward the company and

its project. Structural defect, that this project has been pushed forward without sufficient mutual
communication and understandings among the stakeholders - the oil company, national and county
government, and the locals - also had unfavorable effects to the local community.
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