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This project aimed to comparatively analyze the ways in which the' new
women’  phenomena-- one that originated in the Anglo-American context in late nineteenth century--
affected Asia in the early twentieth century, shaping the images of independent and modernized ‘ new

women’ . To do this the study took up Japan, China, Korea, Indonesia, Egypt and Turkey, in
particular. In conducting the comparative analyses, the focus was on the emotion of ‘ akogare’ , or
‘ a sense of longing, an experience or dreaming or the desire to be charmed and to be charming’ *.
In the course of the three years the project was funded, we gave a series of lectures on * New Women
and Asia’ at the graduate school of Tokyo University as well as organizing a series of symposia
inviting three lecturers from overseas. We have also been working on a joint book based on the
findings of this project.

*English definition by Pamela Cox in our joint work in progress.
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