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Bigger government has lager “ rents” and thus rent-seeking activities are
more vigorous there. When the rents are greater, both the benefit and the opportunity to
send/receive a bribe is larger and thus the possibilities for corruption tend to increase. However,
this research found that transparency is irrelevant to the size of rent. This research has
confirmed empirically that transparency is heavily related to the monitoring intensity on
corruption. For example, the high monitoring intensity on corruption in Sweden is achieved via
information disclosure laws, the personal numbering system, constant monitoring from the media etc..

Theoretical analysis shows the possibility that bigger government does not always bring about an
increase in corruption.
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