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This research project was at first focused on the question of property, that

is, ownership of material objects. Property is a typical case of relationships between persons and
things mediated by relationships between persons. Its limits are determined in terms of one’ s
relationships with other people. These limits become visible when others interfere with one’ s
access to her/his property. Emotional reactions against this act of injustice are the source of
moral sentiments that ground the practice of justice.
These findings led to an inquiry into the question of harm caused by injustice. This inquiry showed
that modern British political philosophy from Hobbes to Hume offers insights on the need of
continued practice to maintain the public sphere, and thus provides a valuable point of view to deal
with the question of transitional justice after mass-scale violations of human rights of our time.
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