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Kant®s Thought and its Development from His Critical Philosophy to That of His
Later Years: In Working towards a Full Japanese Translation of Opus postumum
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Although Kant"s ideas in some of his early drafts of Opus _postumum (OP) are
similar to those found in "Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science" (1786), his theory of matter
developed quite differently. The “ transition” from metaphysical natural science to physics was an
important theme for Kant after his so-called “ critical phase” (1781-1790). Furthermore, this
transition” was not possible without the existence of the matter called “ ether.” In addition, the
idea of "ether" played an important role in his “ theory of self-positing” as well as in his
understanding” experience” itself which he tried to formulate in his later years.
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