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Synthetic research on becoming and development of the Science of religion
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By dint of surveys in archives and libraries in Italy, Germany, and Austria,
and of an accumulation of study meetings, we clarified the following points about “ the beginning
of the science of religion (from the middle of the 19th century to the early 20th century)” .
Firstly, it was the Catholic scholars of religious studies who valued the “ magic” positively as a
universal human phenomenon. Secondly, the early religious scholars were conscious of “ philosophy”
and launched their own study by clarifying the difference between “ Science of religion” and “
philosophy” .
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