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Intellectual Interaction Amongst Scholars Centering on Kaitokudo School
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Our project"s aim was the examination of the shifting ideas amongst
Kaitokudo scholars as seen in their criticism of other schools of thought. Whereas in its beginning
the Kaitokudo had no established intellectual position but was rather eclectic in its approach, Goi
Ranshu, even though as an adherent of Neo-Confucian thought, criticized the school of Ogyu Sorai in
his regard of the notion of meibun (moral obligations according to one"s name and function in
society), which implied to him the practice of both, loyalty to one"s country and the submission to
the domestic political order. Nakai Chikuzan, on the other hand, considered terminology (bun) to be
of great importance and thus brings him in terms of thought closer to with Sorai on this account.
We also investigated the scholars®™ networks centered around the Kaitokudo. Next to intellectual
interaction, we identified networks that went beyond the immediate community and Kinship relations
and disregarded the ideological differences.
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