©
2016 2018

A Study of Gekisho (books on kabuki theatre) and Densho (books passed down for
generations) about Kabuki Music
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Starting from the collection of source material written in gekisho and
densho which handed down kabuki music in the pre-modern and the modern era, the descriptions on
kabuki musgc in these books were investigated and reprinted. Some already known materials were also
re-examined.
The investigation and the republication of the description on kabuki music in these books provided a

new fundamental research base in the study on pre-modern Japanese music or kabuki theatre. There
are still some questions regarding the background of the formation of each material and the
relationship between each other, which merit further research.
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