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The Establishment Process of Music Critic as a Profession in Modern Japan
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The process by which “ music critic as a profession” were established in
modern Japan was explored through the editorial policies and tone of major music magazines from the
late Meiji period to the early Showa period, as well as the relationship between Art Society in The
Japan Association for the Promotion of Various Studies(Nippon Syogaku shinkou iinkai) and the "
Overcoming modernity" roundtable discussion. Motoo Otaguro, Kazuyuki Toyama, and Hidekazu Yoshida
were paid particular attention. As a result, it was found that Otaguro®s "Music and Literature”
prompted the emergence of critics who led the music world, and that during the total war, critics
were divided between the tendency to regard Western music as absolute and the tendency to respond to

the current situation with the music of various ethnic groups, and that a new model for training
critics was established with the establishment of the Department of Musicology at Tokyo University
of the Arts.
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