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The meaning, structure and function of the "heaven world" representation in
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In ancient Japan, the “ heaven world” was assumed to precede the passage to
the pure land of Vairocana. | focused on the idea of the "heaven world"™ based on "Avatamsaka
Sutra", and aimed to clarify the phase of the "heaven world" representation as the other world. In
order to conduct research, 1 set three points of view, (1) the meaning of the "heaven world”, (2)
the structure of the "heaven world" representation, and (3) the function of "folding screen and
shoji”. For point (1), | conducted philosophical examination based on reading of the historical
documents, for point (2), I analyzed the structure of syncretistic fusion of "heaven world" and "
Shenxian world" through examination of the expression of art works, and for (3) | considered the
meaning of the folding screens in the Shosoin treasures.
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"Represented Landscapes in Japanese art and Its Religious Meaning", Knowledge

Forum, Knowledge and arts on the move: transformation of the self-aware image through

East-West encounters, Tohoku University, 14th February, 2017
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