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The study investigated the artistic activities of Matisse during the World
War period, aiming at clarifying the"Frenchness"in discourse related to him from the perspective
of war culture. It included comparison with the avant-garde modernists. Matisse"s reputation as a
moderate modernist, which sets his work apart from avant-garde modernism, was inseparably linked to
a national identity of moderateness under occupation, namely Frenchness. Matisse was perceived as
embodying the French tradition and its cultural superiority, but what characterized Matisse®s champ
d"art during this period was that it was located in the political middle zone, keeping a certain
distance from the war. It was also characterized by the mechanism of being a symbol of French art
due to this"absence".
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