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Against the mainstream of the dramas of the early English Renaissance in
which one strongly reinforced chronology of Christian Humanism prevails as is shown in Marlowe’ s
Dr. Faustus, some plays confronted such a single chronology and assume various “ starting-over”
effect as deja-vu like Shakespeare’ s Hamlet. Such effects would focus instead on characters
mental status, and as such, would gradually proved incompatibility with the genre. Lawrence Stern
was right when he demonstrated his consciousness of plot-chronology-restriction in Tristram Shandy,

and the same breakthrough in narrative technology still has its own way now, say, as in Kazuo
Ishiguro’ s novels.
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Christopher Marlowe, Dr. Faustus

Shakespeare, Hamlet

(2005)
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Lawrence Stern, Tristrum Shandy
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