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Dickens and the Representation of Child: Analysis of Sentimentalism in Dickens
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The distribution of tear coefficients, child coefficients, and tear-child
coefficients was analyzed by a statistical method for Dickens®s 16 novels. The tear coefficient
indicates the ratio of tear(s): that is, frequency of tear(s). The child coefficient indicates the
ratio of children (children), that is to say, frequency of children (children). The tear-child
coefficient is a root value by multiplying the tear coefficient and the child coefficient.

The top three works of the tear-child coefficient are Oliver Twist, Old Curiosity Shop, and Dombey
and Son. These three proved to be predominant in respect of sentimentality and/or sentimentalism.
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Oliver Twist 1837-39 41.80 1 Old Curiosity Shop | 1840-41 300.58
Dombey and Son | 1846-48 41.79 Dombey and Son 1846-48 130.90
Old Curiosity 1840-41 34.05 3 Hard Times 1854 126.58
Shop
4 Nicholas 1838-39 32.61 4 Sketches by Boz 1836 106.20
Nickleby
5 David 1849-50 31.06 5 Bleak House 1852-54 102.67
Copperfield
12 Little Dorrit 1855-77 19.25 12 Great Expectations | 1860-61 51.12
13 Our Mutud 1864-65 18.42 13 Martin Chuzzlewit 1843-44 44.49
Friend
14 The Mystery of 1870 17.37 14 The Mystery of 1870 33.73
Edwin Drood Edwin Drood
15 Sketches by Boz 1836 12.45 15 Pickwick Papers 1836-37 30.61
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2 Dombey and Son 1846-48 73.96
3 Oliver Twist 1840-41 63.64
4 Hard Times 1854 62.09
5 David Copperfield 1849-50 50.91
12 Martin Chuzzlewit 1843-44 30.38
13 Pickwick Papers 1836-37 27.34
14 Barnaby Rudge 1841 27.32
15 Great Expectations 1860-61 24.47
16 The Mystery of Edwin Drood 1870 24.21
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