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This project investigates working-class women in fiction and non-fiction by
primarily examining Margaret Harkness’ s novels and reportage. Although Harkness’ s objective
approaches to women’ s struggle with predicaments attempt to redress fundamental problems of agency
and social structure, her views and narrative style are still within the middle-class framework.
Nonetheless, she reveals the facts about the physical and financial exploitation of female bodies as

commodities in an urban consumption culture in which working-class women experience vulnerability,
and poverty along with conflicts of obtaining their political voice. In her radicalism and realism,
Harkness creates labouring women, though they are marginalised figures, who challenge the myth of
the sensual and erotic Workin?—class woman. They also envision their independence from the
patronisation of the middle-class philanthropic campaigners and reject their ideology, in order to

seek a new way to their solidarity.
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