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The humanist culture, which emphasizes an individual’ s efforts in the
mundane world, and protestant ethics, that demands the absolute submission to the God and constant
endeavor to get assured of the salvation of one’ s soul in the next world, sometimes work together
to motivate Incessant active exertions, but often causes intolerable inner conflict in one’ s mind.
From the viewpoint of how dramatists articulate and deal with this contradictory mode of being
through their creations, 1 analyzed “ Henry the Sixth” and “ Richard the Second, the plays written
by Shakespeare in his early years, and “ The Winter s Tale” from the last years of his career.
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