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This project rethinks the meaning of the title Almayer®s Folly in terms of
folie as madness, through a dialogue between Conrad®s Almayer®s Folly and Rene Magritte®s La folie
Almayer. We read Conrad"s first novel along with Magritte®s painting with a focus on the image of
the roots the two artworks have in common. In thinking of folie as madness, we draw on Jacques
Derrida’ s notion of "pure" forgiveness as a form of madness, which forgives only the unforgivable.
Unconditional forgiveness can take place, "in the face of the impossible,” as we discuss, between
Arabs, Malays, Europeans, Muslims and Christians in Conrad"s Almayer®s Folly. It may indeed be
madness, on which the Belgian surrealist has also been brooding all his life in a way evocative of a

mysterious gentleman in his own painting, Figure Brooding on Madness. This pro{ect ave us
perspectives through which we can analyze Conrad®s other earlier novels (as well as later ones)
along with artists working in different media.
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