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In America, after the onset of the Great Depression of 1929, the Communist
movement developed dramatically. Newly published left-wing journals such as New Masses, The
Liberator, and Partisan Review tried to inspire the lower-class workers to awaken to the class-based

social structure by developing proletarian literature that could promote social revolution.

The rise of proletarian literature raised two issues. The first issue was about the political
usability of literature. William Phillips and Philip Rahv, for instance, denied the priority of
politics over literature, starting in the late 1930s to advocate modernist literature of Europe.
Another issue raised by the proletarian literature movement was about the relationships of class,
race, and gender. | analyzed a number of proletarian novels to examine their originality and clarify

complicated relationships of class, race, and gender described in them.
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