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This research aims to investigate the realtionship between maritime fiction
and nationalism in antebellum America. In this period, after the War of 1812 against Britain,
nationalism heightened in the new nation and matitime fiction was involved with such a jingoistic
trend. This research focuses mainly on James Fenomore Cooper®s sea novels, The Pilot, The Red Rover,

and The Water-Witch, and analyzes how this novels respond to maritime nationalism of the period. It
maintains that from The Pilot to the Water-Witch, maritime nationalism is gradually invalidated and

that cosmopolitanism is increasingly approved. Coopers sea novels finally abandons nationalism and
lean toward criticism of American "provincial™ nationalism.
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