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o This research project aims at exploring the synergetic influence of Edith
Wharton’ s writing and domestic architecture. Through her interest in European architecture and her

experience of designing her own houses, Edith Wharton (1862-1937) cultivated architectural
imagination, which later developed into literary and artistic maturity. This project examined her
own personal and professional independence in a broader context, tracing the cultural and historical
backgrounds of domesticity, gender spaces, “ separate spheres,” the development of theories on
dwelling space since those of Andrew Jackson Downing and Catharine Beecher. Her architectural
imagination provided her with rich material for her fictional world and empowered her to create both
private and public spaces for women at the turn of the 20th century.
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