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After Kaemper®"s two-year stay (1690-1692) at the Dutch trading post of
Dejima in Nagasaki and his return to his hometown in Lemgo Germany, he left a report titled "Today"s
Japan" behind. Though the report was not published in Germany, an Englishman named Sir Sloane
bought the manuscript and published it in English under the title "The History of Japan™ in 1727 in
London. The influence of this book on 18th century Europe was profound. Most characteristic of
Kaemper®s observations on Japanese society is the relative and pluralistic method Kaemper uses that
stands neither on the base of the enlightenment thinking nor on that of European Christianity. He
tries to understand Edo-era Japan using traditional Shinto-thought and Confucian ideology. His
approach is reflected in his essay on the policy of "National Isolation™ of the Tokugawa Shogunate.
Indeed, the meeting of the ideas contained in these two different worldviews of Shinto and
Confucianism would find common ground in Kaempfer.
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Zur Errichtung eines neuen Kaempfer-Bildes
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