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Descriptability of the city Berlin in modern German literature
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In this research, I tried to clarify how the city of Berlin was described in

literature and what kind of city image could be constructed from the city described in literature.
Unlike Paris or London, which have characteristics that represent national culture, Berlin, a late
developed city, could not become a subject of literature until the 19th century. In the early 19th
century, when Berlin began to become the center of literature, author Gutskow attempted to portray a
new city, Berlin, in a form of portrate of his own childhood. In the latter half of the 19th
century, Fontane portrayed the city as a road from a feudal closed space to the outside world. After
World War 1, Berlin is increasingly described from inside and this Berlin is a place where more
harsh reality than ideal is reflected. Writers like Gurk calmly described the irrationality of the
city.
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