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Without deep knowledge of the demonology (ideas of the devil and demons) and
of the arguments against it one could hardly understand European history. This study has aimed at
exploring diverse dimentions of demonology and the related arguments, both for and against it, from

different points of view. In our research group, Tamura analyzed Thomas Mann®s objection to the
National socialism, which is, without a doubt, a modern form of the demonology. Wells examined the
racial discrimination in the USA, which, according to Wells, is based on the tradition of European
demonology. Takahashi reported about the role of Gnosticism in the Christian history and about
Erasmus, who fought vehement against the Luther®s demonology. Takahashi published the result of his
above research and analysis in the book, Myth of the Devil. This book won very favorable reviews in
the Mainichi newspaper by two reviewers in December 2018, and was selected as one of the three
important books in the year 2018.
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