©
2016 2019

Wh

On the interaction of wh-elements and interrogative markers

1TO, Satomi

2,100,000

Groenendijk and Stockhof 1989

“ ”

ne” “ ma

This study investigated the interaction of interrogative markers and
morphemes that have illocutionary force. Specifically, 1 analyzed the functions of sentence-final
particles and prosodic features in Mandarin Chinese on the basis of partition semantics proposed by
Groenendijk and Stockhof 1989. In the framework of partition semantics, the meaning of an
interrogative sentence is a partition on the set of possible worlds that consist the common ground
shared by the speaker and the hearer. | indicated that sentence-final particles ne and ma do not
divide the set of possible worlds, thus are not typical interrogative markers. Also, | showed that
prosodic features to mark interrogatives are less prominent in Mandarin Chinese than in English,
thus indicating the need to reconsider the function of prosody in interrogative sentences.
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