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This research investigated environments of genitive subject licensing in

Mongolian, and showed (i) that scrambled NPs can license genitive subjects in Mongolian, (ii) that
both Mongolian and Japanese obey the same conditions on genitive subject licensing, and the
differences between the two languages arise from the environments in which the adnominal form of a
predicate may appear, and (iii) that there are (at least) two types of languages in the world with
respect to genitive subject licensing, namely, in languages like Chamorro, wh-agreement nominalizes
a predicate, and the nominalized predicate licenses a genitive subject in the language, in languages

like Mongolian, a genitive subject needs to be licensed by a nominalized predicate and a nominal
element that locally c-commands it.
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