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Through the analysis of loan words in Japanese and Italian, and contrasting
the patterns of speech perception and production by speakers of each language, new findings on
various speech and phonological phenomena between both languages were presented. In addition, we
analyzed and contrasted the pattern differences between both languages and languages belonging to
different accent types, and clarified the roles of L1 and L2 in loanword phonology.

In addition, we analyzed the geminate consonants, the long vowels and the accent (stress) in the
words borrowed from Italian to Japanese, using the framework of Optimality Theory (OT).
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