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A study on the structure of conditionals in Japan Sign Language
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Conditional sentences in natural languages are important in linguistic
theory, because they provide important clues to the sentence structure and how it maps Into the
semantic representation. Upon detailed analyses of data from Japan Sign Language (Nihon Shuwa), the
following characteristics of the conditional sentences in the language were clarified: (1) either one

of the following markers is used to mark conditional sentences (i) the use of nodding at the
predicate of the antecedent clause of conditionals, or (ii) role shift (hereafter RS) for the
antecedent clause of the conditionals. (2) For the type of conditionals using RS as explicit marker,
the notion "pivot"” in the sense of Sells 1987 is crucial. (3) Conditional sentences are best
analyzed in terms of Discourse Representative Theory (Heim 1982, among others). From these findings,
we clarified that the markers of the conditional sentences in Japan Sign Language (and possibly in
other signed languages) are independent of tense.
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