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Several Asian languages share the grammaticalized element which derives from

a visual verb and functions as a conative marker. The present study proposes the criteria for
comparison of conative functions among Japanese, Korean, Mandarin Chinese, Mongolian, Modern Uyghur,
Vietnamese and Thai, all of whose linguistic data are available from their native speakers. The
Written Manchu literatures also provide examples of this phenomenon. This study includes languages
in north, central and south-east Asia, concluding that Japanese and Korean in the east region
demonstrate visual verbs in more advanced stages of grammaticalization as conative markers. It also
demonstrates that there is a contrastive clusterlike difference in functions of grammaticalized
conative words originating from visual verbs between languages with agglutinative syntactic
structures like Japanese, Korean and Altaistic languages and languages with isolating syntactic
structures like Mandarin Chinese, Vietnamese and Thai.
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Ansaldo et d. (2018) ‘EMSEA’(=East and Mainland Southeast Asian)

Ansaldo et d. (2018: 229) “Some bleaching occurs, but widespread
polyfunctionality undermines the semantic dimension of canonical grammaticalization in EM SEA

languages.”
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