©
2016 2018

The role of non-phonemic features in the learning of stress-accent language
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The main purpose of this study is to investigate the mechanism of learning
non-phonemic properties of stress language (i.e. English) by speakers of non-stress language (i.e.
Japanese). Non-phonemic properties include vowel duration difference in a bet-bed pair, or flapping
in words like latter/ladder. Those properties do not constitute phonemes per se, but may contribute
to native-like pronunciation of English. Our main focus has been on flapping. First, database and
corpora of both Japanese and English were utilized to characterize global properties of
pronunciation among native speakers and learners. Then, several production and perception
experiments were conducted. Several presentations were made in domestic and international

conferences.
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