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Research on labeling on the basis of comparative syntax of Japanese
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In Minimalist syntax, the labeling algorithm explains the distribution of
noun phrases and the nature of movement. As agreement plays a crucial role in labeling analysis of
English, a question arises how labeling is accomplished in languages like Japanese without
agreement. | proposed a hypothesis that in Japanese, Case and predicate inflection are weak heads
that do not contribute to labeling, and showed that it explains several outstanding properties of
the language, including multiple subjects, free word order, argument ellipsis, and the wide
distribution of prenominal sentential modifiers. One of the theoretical consequences of this
analysis is the elimination of the theta-criterion. | demonstrated that the effects of the criterion

as well as the counter-examples observed in Japanese are explained by the labeling theory, which
makes the criterion redundant.
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