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A comprehensive study of resultative expressions including corpus analysis of
resultative and causative constructions in German
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Resultative constructions can be broadly classified into two types;
inherent/weak resultative constructions” with a main verb that entails the final state of an event
and "derived/strong resultative constructions" formed by the a combination of a main verb that does

not entail the final state and a resultative secondary predicate. In the latter case, it is
important to know what kinds of combination of verbs and resultative phrases are used in language
use. In this research, using date from the Mannheim German Reference Corpus (DeReKo), | examined the
usage of resultative constructions with adjectival resultative predicates in German. Furthermore, 1
tried to describe the relationship between resultative constructions and causative constructions in
German.
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(1) Er riss den Brief in tausend Stiicke.
(2) Sie schwamm ihren Badeanzug in Fetzen.
(3) Das Baby weinte das Kissen nass.
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(4) Er zerbrach das Glas.
(5) Sie lieB das Obst verderben.
(6) Das Kind brachte die Luftballons zum Platzen.
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Das Deutsche Referenzkorpus: DeReKo



den Teller

leer essen [ | / einen Laden leer mieten [
]
kaputt kaputt (AL)
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(C1) (C2) (B)(C)
kaputt
ibermaessig kaputt

kaputt
(C2)

Hoekstra 1992: 161 )

Goldberg, Adele (1995): Constructions: A Construction Grammar Approach to Argument
Structure. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
2001 —_— —_—

Hoekstra, Teun (1992): Apect and Theta Theory. In: ROCA, 1.M. (Hsg.): Thematic structure.
Its role in grammar. Berlin/New York: Foris Publications, 145-174.
1996 —
2007
2009
Washio, Ruichi (1997): Resultatives, Compositionality and Language Variation. Journal of
East Asian Linguistics 6, 1-49.

https://wwwl.ids-mannheim.de/kl/projekte/korpora/
https://cosmas2.ids-mannheim.de/cosmas2-web/




2019

73-89
DOl

3

2018

51-67
DOl

kaputt

2019




